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Termites.

Did you know 

· That termites are social insects meaning that they live in colonies where they communicate with each other and cooperate in all the activities needed for the survival of the colony. 

· that termites make mounds as high as 12.8 metres high.

· That a termite colony can be up to 3million individuals and that they have no leaders yet co-operate highly effectively to build these mounds.

Now this story of the termites is in direct contradiction to contemporary Western Culture where the individual and the individual’s interests are held to be more important than what is best for the community. Where I is certainly more important than we and where personal independence is held up as a virtue. 
Oh how we love our independence. 
Financial independence; 
relational independence ( I don’t need anyone);
political independence (The American Declaration of Independence) and so forth. 
The held belief is that if we are independent we will be happy and useful to society. If we are dependent we are a burden to society.

Well here’s an interesting thought, the humble termite, living a life of mutual dependence, is far more in tune with God’s plan and purpose for humanity than the way  our western society is structured.
I say this because God desires not that we are independent of each other, but that we are INTERDEPENDENT! 
What is more, God has so designed the world that we are only able to find our true purpose and happiness in the company of others.
 Happiness comes from interdependence, from interdependence, from community. 
St Paul tells us that we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other and each of us needs all the others. 
For Christians God calls us not to a declaration of independence but rather to a declaration of INTERDEPENDENCE where we say ‘We need each other’ and therefore we find ourselves in a community of Faith which we call Church.
Now look at the person next to you and say
 ‘You need me’. 

Now look at the person next to you and say
‘I need you.’
How does this feel?

Clearly then our relationships are very important and from the Christian perspective how we relate to each other has importance for all eternity, they make kingdom differences.

So over the next 40 days we are going to look at relationships. 
We will explore why some relationships go bad; 
we will discover how to make a bad relationship into a good one and what it means to have real intimacy with others; 
how to have soul to soul fellowship. 
Moreover, we  will be endeavouring to shift the relationships we have in this church to a deeper level that will be emotionally and spiritually more satisfying for all of us. 
This will primarily happen within our small groups where we will have opportunities to get to know each other on a level that is deeper than just a casual acquaintance and where we will seek to carry out our vocation as a community of faith.
Why should we do this?

The Bible gives us 5 reasons why it is important for us to be in community, why we are better together.
1. We are better together because that is how  we grow spiritually. 

The Bible and our own spiritual language frequently refer to the spiritual life as a journey or a walk. We talk about walking with God and journeying with each other, pilgrims on the way. 
Life is an active process which is always moving and changing and there is a destination or goal that we are heading for.
Jesus speaks of himself as being the way: 
I am the way the truth and the life. 
And for many years Christians were consequently known as people of the way. 
But God never intended that we should walk this way alone nor that we should walk through life alone.
Now this has nothing to do with being single or married. 

It has everything to do with being in the fellowship of a community of faith where we are on a pilgrimage together, all heading for the same destination: eternal life with Christ. 
Now some of you may say:
”Well what is wrong with walking alone?”  “I like to walk alone; I get my own way when I walk alone”.  
The answer is simple, this is how are we  learn co-operation; how are we learn about relationships and how we to learn the true meaning of the word love. 
Jesus said: ‘A new commandment I give to you that you LOVE one another as I love you.” 
The only place to learn to love is in the company of others. 
 In Hebrews 10 we read: “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together….

 Now the meeting together referred to may well allude to what we are doing here this morning, but much more likely it is referring to what happens when we are in our small groups. 
What we have here this morning is too big for intimacy, too big to be personal.
We come to church on a Sunday to meet and worship God most high, 
but it is in our small groups that we meet God most nigh. 
· Here where we share more deeply with a small group of 5 or 6. 
· Here we find the antidote to loneliness.
· We all need a few people in our lives that we really know well and who really know us, 
· a place where we can exercise Christ’s commandment to love, 
· a place where we can support each other in our spiritual journey and help each other to grow.
As Paul says in Philippians 1:9: 

And this is my prayer that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.

We need to do both gather for worship on a Sunday and gather for fellowship in our small groups to be healthy spiritually. 
This is why during this 40 Days of Community, Murray and I are encouraging everyone of you to join a small group if only for 6 times so that we can all have a small taste of the experience of being in a community. 
You see learning about community is useless unless we can experience it!

2. We are better together because then we are more able to do the works that God has prepared for us to do.
The ministry or service that we have been wired up to exercise is best done alongside others. God has given us talents and spiritual gifts to equip us for  our ministry or service but God doesn’t expect or even want us to do this by ourselves and when we try to do that we find ourselves burning out. We need to work with people who are strong in the areas that we are weak at. 

So often people complain of being exhausted. Perhaps the world could learn from the Biblical model which is articulated in Ecclesiastes 4 where we read :

“Two people are better than one because they get more done by working together.”
Rick Warren uses the image of snowflakes when he says that
 “Snowflakes are frail but if enough of them stick together they can stop traffic.” 
So working in community is the way God prefers us to serve him.

xoutreach project. 

It is hoped that WE will all work together in our small groups on chosen tasks and so together we will as a church make a difference for good through Auckland City Mission and so bring glory to God.
3. We are better together because we are more accountable when we are connected.

I’m sure many of you are part of neighbourhood watch schemes. Whenever I see the signs for neighbourhood watch schemes, I know that there is a community operative there. 
The sign says that people are watching out for each other, caring for each other, protecting each other. 
In Philippians1 Paul says: 
I have you in my heart… all of you share in God’s grace with me.

When we go on holiday our neighbours look out for our homes, our cars our possessions.
 Here’s a sobering question: who helps you to look after your soul?
 Do you have anyone looking out for your soul? 
Because I’m sure we all agree our souls are more important than our stuff. 

Is there anybody who is helping you out in your spiritual journey?
Who is ensuring that you are not getting discouraged and depressed or loosing your vision and fire for God?
You see we all have blind spots. 
There are things in our lives that we can’t see that other people can see. 
It’s like when you have a taillight that stops working, you are never going to know unless someone tells you. 
We all need people who love us, to draw our attention to our blind spots, to help us see what we would rather not look at, to give us a reality check from time to time
 We can only access this kind of accountability in the context of a community built on trust and love. 
And this is the kind of community that God calls us to create.
4. We are better together because then we have others to support us.

We all know that there are situations in life that nobody should ever have to go through alone. 
Nobody should ever have to sit alone in a hospital, waiting during life or death surgery. 
No woman should have to wait alone while she’s waiting for a lab test from a problem pregnancy.
No man or women should ever have to spend the first night alone when the wife walks out or the husband has walked out. 
We could go on and on.   
The truth is that we were not meant to face the crises of life alone.
 Now the fact is that some of these things are going to happen in your life and God would have it that we support each other through the earthquakes of life.
In First Corinthians 12 we read:
 ”If one member suffers, all suffer together.”

5. We are better together because then we have people in our lives to witness with us.

When we come to know Jesus we come to understand and accept his message also.
 Imagine you found the cure for cancer. If you knew it then you would surely not keep it to yourself, you would tell others about it.

So it is with the Christian Faith. 
We have been given the most awesome message about the truth of how to live a meaningful life for all eternity and it would be selfish to keep it to ourselves.  
We have a life message that God wants us to share, but that’s kind of scary if you try to do that all by yourself. 
A very few people are natural evangelists but in truth most of us are a little daunted by the prospect of sharing the Gospel and find it a whole lot easier to witness in the company of other believers.
Paul talks about the Philippians ‘being in Partnership in the Gospel’. This is what community is all about.

In fact we could go even further and say that the best way to witness to people is by demonstrating God’s love in  community.

 “Jesus said: ‘by this shall all men know that you are my disciples , if you love one another.” 

The thing that proves to the world that we’re Christ followers is
 not our buildings, not our music, not our sermons,
 its our love for each other and for those around us.  
Finally then, this is our calling.
We have been called by God into community because we need each other and because this is God’s design for his children. 
We need other believers to walk with us, to work with us, to watch out for us, to wait and weep with us and to witness with us. 
This is the Christian Declaration of Interdependence if you like and this is what we will be exploring in theory and in practice over the next forty days!
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