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A dvent is a reflective time in our Church  
calendar. It is the four Sunday period before 

Christmas Day during which we traditionally reflect on 
the coming of Christ. The word advent means to reach 
for, to come. It has to do with preparing ourselves for 
the coming of Christ into our lives. As such, it is a time 
of reflective waiting and hopeful expectation, of  
preparing our hearts for necessary endings and for  
anticipating new beginnings.  
 

Endings are part of life and necessary endings by their 
very nature are real and relevant and when implemented 
can bring incredible results. Growth itself demands that 
we have endings and beginnings. This year you will have 
experienced significant endings and beginnings in your 
personal lives and in our life together as a faith  
community, we have done likewise.  
 

There have been changes to the pattern of ministry in 
the Parish. One such change has been that the services 
at St Augustineõs have moved from a regular morning 
service to an evening service. This ending has enabled 
God to plant a whole new initiative in our midst. When 
we changed the time of the morning service at St  
Augustineõs, we had no idea that God would send us the 
Tree of Life Korean Church and that He would call  
upon us to offer hospitality to this branch of the body 
of Christ. This is one of the most wonderful things 
about partnering with God in mission and ministry. It 
takes us on a journey to 
the most amazingly  
exciting places. What a 
joy it has been to meet 
Pastor William Chae  
(opposite) and his  
congregation. How their 
presence amongst us has 
enriched our experience 
of the greater Church of 
Christ! 
 

May we all learn from this that sometimes we must let 
go of the old in order to make way for the new thing 

that God wants to do in our personal lives and in  our 
life together, remembering those wonderful words 
from Revelation:   
 
And He who sits on the throne said, òBehold, I am making all 
things new. And He said, òWrite, for these words are faithful 
and true.ó (Rev. 21: 5) 
 
As you experience this time of Advent, this time of 
waiting for the coming of the Son of God, reach out to 
him and take hold of this promise that whatever you 
may be going through in your life, whatever challenge 
you may be facing, God will come to you. The good 
news is that wherever He is at work He is renewing,  
rebuilding and repairing and though No eye has seen, no 
ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love Himó (I Cor 2:9), we know that in all things, 
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)  
 
Iõd like to take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Rev. Charmaine Braatvedt 
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