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Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 
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value of wanting to be a hospitable faith           
community.  And finally, it signals our deep faith in 
God, in that we are investing in the spiritual       
wellbeing of our wider community.  Even before 
they have arrived, we are waiting and ready for      
anyone who comes for ministry; and we are doing 
so because at the core of our value system is the 
Gospel of the Love of God.  
 

Recently the lectionary Bible reading set for    
morning prayer spoke powerfully to me: 
David is planning the building of the temple. His 
message to his son Solomon is very powerful. After 
showing him the detailed plans for the building  
David says to his son: 
“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your 
father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with   
a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and       
understands every desire and every thought.                                     
If you seek him, he will be found by you;….                           
Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a 
house as the sanctuary.                                                                                            
Be strong and do the work.” 
“Be strong and courageous, and do the work.                         
Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God,       
my God, is with you.                                                                                               
He will not fail you or forsake you until all the work for the 
service of the temple of the LORD is finished. The divisions 
of the priests and Levites are ready for all the work on the            
temple of God, and every willing person skilled in any craft 
will help you in all the work. The officials and all the      
people…” 
I believe there is a message in this text for us today 
as we stand on the brink of our fundraising      
campaign.  

Rev Charmaine Braatvedt  

From the  

Vicar’s 

Desk  
 
Rev Charmaine 
Braatvedt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have been asked to  write a few words about the 
Hall Project.  
Over the past few years, I feel I have said and writ-
ten quite a lot about it already.  
We have spent much time rationalising and         
justifying why the hall is necessary and I am sure 
you are all familiar with the case for the Hall.  
What I would like to say at this point is simply this:  
I believe that God is inviting us to partner with 
him in His Kingdom Mission of reaching the    
people of Devonport with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

The Hall is an important tool that is needed at this 
time to reach the people of the Devonport      
Community, young and old.  
St Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 4:1: 
Think of us in this way; as servants of Christ and       
stewards of God’s mysteries. 
You and I are called to be ‘servants of Christ’ 
and ‘stewards of God’s mysteries.’ 
 

How God will use the Hall is God’s mystery.  
I don’t know exactly how God will do so, but I  
believe that God will use the hall just as he will use 
each one of us to reach the people of Devonport 
with the Gospel. The Hall is one of God’s tools 
just as we are.  
 

I believe that our plans to refurbish the Hall signals 
to the wider community that we are serious about 
our faith and our mission: To Know Christ and 
to make Christ known. It signals that we care 
enough about the Gospel of Jesus Christ to invest 
in our own spiritual growth and the spiritual 
growth of others. It signals that we are serious 
about our vision to be a Christ Centred community that 
welcomes all into a relationship with God and inspires them 
to serve. It signals that we are serious about our core 
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What is Lent? 
 

Traditionally Lent is the Christian season of 40 days 
of contemplation in preparation for Easter. The 
purpose of Lent is to set aside time for reflection on 
Jesus Christ – his suffering and his sacrifice, his life, 
death and resurrection.  Ash Wednesday marks the 
first day of Lent. The Bible does not mention the 
custom of Lent, however the practice of repentance 
and mourning in ashes is found in 2 Samuel 13: 19; 
Esther 4:1; Job 2: 8; Daniel 9: 3 and                    
Matthew 11:21.   The Sundays are not included in 
the count of 40 days.   The significance of the 40 
days comes primarily from the 40 days of reflection 
that Jesus spent in the desert before embarking on 
his public ministry.   They are feast days and so we 
take a break from fasting on those days. The fourth 
Sunday in Lent is half way between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter day and is traditionally called Mothering 
Sunday. This dates back to the time when children 
were in the service of the local landlord and were 
given the day off to visit their mothers on this 
Sunday.  The fifth Sunday is Palm Sunday and on 
that day we mark the occasion when Jesus riding on 
a colt, was welcomed into the city of Jerusalem by 
the people singing hosanna and waving  palms. 
 
During Lent Christians intentionally observe the 
spiritual disciplines of prayer; fasting or giving up 
certain luxuries; daily devotionals on the Scriptures; 
almsgiving, i.e. the giving of money and service to 
the poor; and worship.  
 
 

The last week of Lent is known as Holy Week. On 
the Thursday of Holy Week, known as Maundy 
Thursday, we commemorate the last Supper that 
Jesus shared with his disciples. Traditionally we 
have hand washing and foot washing on this day in 
imitation of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet.  On 
Good Friday morning we re-enact the last hours of 
Christ’s life as we ascend Mt Victoria with the other 
churches in the area. Then we liturgically 
commemorate the Passion and death of Jesus 
Christ during a service of readings and prayers  
from 2pm -  3pm.  
During Lent the vestments and dressings in the 
church are purple,  the colour symbolising royalty, 
mourning  and penitence. 
On Easter day we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. This year we will once again 
have a sunrise service at 6.30am along with our 
usual Sunday Services on that day. 

PALM SUNDAY 

Sunday 14th April 

8am & 9.30am Services  

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

18th April 

Communion Service at 7pm 

Remembering the Last Supper 

Stripping the Church 

Hand or foot washing 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

19th April 

Procession up Mt Victoria 

Walk to the summit of Mt Victoria 

Leave at 10am from   

Windsor Reserve Band Rotunda 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE CROSS 
Choral Service 2pm—3pm 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  

21st April  

6.30am Sunrise Service  

at Balmain Reserve 

 

8am    Eucharist at Holy Trinity 

9.30am Contemporary All Age Communion  
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Peter says 

Goodbye 
 
 

Working through the      
practicalities of my last week 
before heading up the line 
to Warkworth,  I have      
noticed a harmony between 
the process of moving 
house and the season of 

Lent.  Like Lent, moving house provokes a certain 
level of introspection and soul-searching: when did I 
buy all those cans of tuna, do I need so many books, 
is it really still plausible to get by with only two     
tea-towels?  The biggest questions come in deciding 
what to cull and what to take.  This is not just about          
channelling your inner Marie Kondo, there is real         
self-reflection taking place here.  With each item 
that you pack, you are forced to be intentional, to 
answer the question; do I still want this to be a part 
of my life?  For a number of knick-knacks and travel 
mementos the answer has been no.  For my      
childhood lego set, definitely yes.   
 

Herein lies the resonance with Lent.  This season   
of preparation – known best for grumpy people  
giving up coffee or chocolate – is an opportunity to 
do something of a personal stocktake.  It is an            
invitation to be  deliberate about how we are living 
for a short period of 40 days.  If the frequently    
popular (and increasingly secular) approach is to use 
it as a season for a mini-health kick (thus giving up 
coffee or chocolate), we might want to remember 
that the original idea behind Lent is as a season of 
preparation before Easter.  It’s a time to consider 
where we need the resurrection power of Christ      
in our lives and a chance to practice a spiritual          
discipline to help grow our desire for God. 
 

The reason why I end up doing so much sorting      
whenever I move house is because in the general        
busyness of life there is always something else to 
attend to.  So I’ve put off going through my       
cupboards until they will soon no longer be my   
cupboards and I now have no choice.  Similarly, in 
our spiritual lives we might have those things that 
we want to attend to but which can be lost for want 
of time.  The important gets sacrificed because of 
the demands of the immediate.  The genius of Lent 
is that, right in the middle of the sweep of the year, 

it says to us, now is the moment you have been   
waiting for.  Whether or not it feels like a good time, 
Lent reminds us that we can’t spend our lives putting 
things off and sometimes just have to get on with the 
doing. 
 

As I pack boxes and say my farewells, let me give 
you this final challenge.  Is there something that you 
have been waiting to attend to?  Has God spoken to 
you recently?  Was there a sermon or a Bible reading 
that struck you, which you intended to take further, 
develop more, incorporate into your faith walk but 
which you have not yet got around to?  Why not 
make it a Lenten discipline.  Why not take the      
opportunity presented by the season and start     
yourself on a journey towards the joy of Easter. 
 

For my part, I want to say thank you once more to       
everyone at Holy Trinity for your fellowship,       
support, and kindness over the last two-and-a-bit 
years of my curacy.  It has been a wonderful period 
and I leave with great gratitude for the warm and 
loving community that it has been my privilege to be 
a part of.  May you continue in your vision of   
knowing Christ and making him known. 
 

Peter Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying for Peter at his final service at Holy Trinity 

Rosemary Erlam & Jean McQueen (our Wardens) 

present a gift on behalf of the Parish 
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Guest Speaker for the launch of the 
Hall Campaign 
 

On the 17th of March Rob Waddell will be the guest 
speaker at our Celebration Service for the launch of our 
Hall Fundraising Campaign. So that we can all benefit 
from hearing Rob speak we will have a combined 8am 
and 9.30am service.  
 

The Service will take the format of a Prayer and Praise 
service and will commence at 9.30am.  
Rob Waddell won a gold medal for rowing at the Sydney 
Olympic games and has won gold medals at two world 
rowing championships before switching to sailing for 
Team New Zealand as a grinder in the America’ Cup 
Race.   
This is a great opportunity for us to hear a very special 
New Zealander speak. His mum Susan Waddell who is a 
parishioner might have had something to do with our 
landing this very special opportunity to hear Rob speak. 
Thank you Sue! 

Holy Trinity Church 
 
 

24th March, 28th April, 26th May, 23rd 
June, 28th July, 25th August,                   

22nd September, 27th October,  
24th November 

SUNDAY 24th March 
AGM & Vestry Elections 

11.15am 

We would like everyone to        
attend this important event in 

the life of the Parish. . 

BIG LAUNCH OF THE PARISH  
HOLY TRINITY HALL  

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 17TH 9.30AM  
 

HEAR ROB WADDELL SPEAK  
 

No 8am service on that day.  

New Defibrillator  
at Holy Trinity 

Grateful thanks to  

David & Mary McAlister  
who have generously donated a  

defibrillator which will be located at  
Holy Trinity for the general use of the 

Devonport Community. 

David McAlister 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRj_eP6NrgAhWKT30KHWW7BH0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essentialtalent.co.nz%2Frob-waddell&psig=AOvVaw0uG_B6azOcHGmhDs91jU4J&ust=1551319097430335
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Fundraising for the Hall 
We the congregation of Holy Trinity are          
commencing with our fundraising campaign       
towards earthquake strengthening, restoring and               
redeveloping the historic Parish Church hall. 
 

Campaign Chair, Rob Hay writes: 
“We’ve already raised significant finance towards 
the project and over the next eight weeks we will 
endeavour to raise from within our congregation at 
least a further $700,000. This is a huge, but  
achievable, challenge for us.  After only two weeks 
we had more than $150,000 already pledged from  
parishioners.” 
 

The project’s planning has been underway for   
several years and it is wonderful that we are finally 
making progress towards getting it out of the  
starting blocks. 
 

The redevelopment will enhance the Church’s   
opportunities to serve the people of Devonport by 
providing a more functional and attractive venue 
while at the same time providing some much  
needed facilities for the parish. Included in the 
project is a new office facility and a youth and           
children’s spaces which will enable the vicarage     
to be available again as a residence. 
 

While the hall is still functional and used by     
community groups, we are very conscious of our      
responsibility to strengthen, maintain and enhance 
our historic building. It was a wonderful gift to the 
community when first built over a hundred years 
ago and is treasured by the Parish and many 
Devonport people. This project should               
future-proof the hall for the next 100 years.  
We are extremely grateful to Rob Hay, Annabelle 
Claridge, Duncan McQueen and Simon Forrest  
for leading the fundraising project. 
 

While the refurbished hall will be an asset to 
Devonport,  it will also stand as a reminder of the 

generosity of its people and a reflection of God’s 
love. 
  

Once built, the hall will incorporate flexible      
spaces for meetings and functions, sound-proof         
counselling rooms, parish administration and a 
comprehensive kitchen and hospitality area. The 
hall will also meet all health and compliance    
standards including disability access and          
earthquake safety and be a safe place for the wider 
community  in the event of any disaster or time of 
need. 
 

It is envisioned the work 
will commence in 2020 and 
we hope it will be  
completed by about 2022, 
with an estimated cost of 
around $3million.   

 

 

 

Rob Hay  
Campaign Chair 

Simon Forrest 
Deputy Parish Gifts 

Chair   
 

Annabelle Claridge  
Deputy Campaign Chair  

Duncan McQueen  
Parish Gifts  

Chair 
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Floor plan 
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FUNERALS 
Alison Williams 
Edith Arthur 
Mary Bandy 
 
 
 

Neighbours’ Day  
at Holy Trinity  
7th April  
 
Holy Trinity Church is 
welcoming our neighbours to join with us on: 
 

April 7th 11am – 12:30pm for a  
Neighbourhood Sausage Sizzle  

outside the Parish Hall 
 

Neighbours’ Day was started by Lifewise and Takapuna 
Methodist church and has now been adopted by      
government and other organizations  as an annual,  
national campaign to decrease social  isolation and  
increase connectedness in Communities. 
 
We’ll be doing a flyer drop to the physical neighbours 
of our church building, and we’ll have flyers available to 
enable our church members to invite their neighbours 
along as well.   
 
If you would like to help, we’ll be looking for sides and 
salads to support the sausage sizzle and also              
welcomers, servers, photographers….   
 
Beth Beard would be delighted to hear 
from you on beth@beard.co.nz for any 
ideas or offers of help etc. 
Alternatively contact Andie via:  
admin@holytrinity.gen.nz 
 

We hope you will jump on board  
and support this initiative. 

WEDDINGS 
Joanna Laird & Vaughan Tanner 

Lesley Harris & Wayne Kelly 
Bonnie Forbes & Ricky Pita 

Hayley Stevenson & Simon Booth 
Ashlin Singh & Horotiu Farrar 

Welcome to our 2019 
Students from St Johns College 

Sela and her lovely family Sarah Pidgeon and her husband Toby 

2018 Christmas Day Lunch 

2019  Children’s Day Service 


