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   Thanks  
be to God for his indescribable 

        Gift                                   
2 Corinthians 9: 15



 

  TTHEHE  MMESSENGERESSENGER                                                November 2019November 2019  

2 

 

 

universe, as we remember that  God himself took on 
the limits of  human flesh and came as a baby to live 
among his creation in a great act of love.  
 
Let us once again join with the world wide church and 
offer our thanks to God for his great act of love,  
coming as a baby, dependent vulnerable and human.  
 
Let us gather with the saints across time and  
throughout the world, to kneel once again at the feet 
of Christ the King and adore Him,  remembering the 
words of our Creed: 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit  and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from 
the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Amighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

 
  

 

Rev Charmaine 
Braatvedt 
 
 
 

Advent is the Latin word for arrival or coming and 
is the period of four weeks before Christmas that 
we set aside to reflect on and prepare our hearts 
for  Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus 
the Christ.  It is also a time in which we reflect on 
the second advent when Christ will come again as a 
Mighty King to renew the earth and to restore and 
heal this broken world from its hurt, trouble  and 
tragedy.  
 
For thousands of years people have sung hymns, 
cantatas and waiata, remembering God’s grand  
story of redemption. For thousands of years  
people have gathered with their loved ones in 
homes, churches and cathedrals in worshipful  
response to this great love gift from God.  
For thousands of years people have attempted to 
mirror God’s love language of gift giving by  
exchanging precious gifts with their loved ones. 
 
This advent is no different. Once again we join 
with the world wide church for an intentional  time 
of reflection on God’s grace and love for the 
world, demonstrated by his sending his Son,  that 
all who receive him may enter into his story of   
salvation and experience the life only he can offer 
for all eternity.   
 
So now as your vicar, I have the precious privilege 
of making the call to worship once again:   
Come God’s people. 
 
Let us once again make a point of gathering   
during this Advent Season to reflect on this  
wondrous news: In the birth of Jesus, the Light of 
the World, has broken into the darkness of this 
world and nothing can snuff him out. 
Heaven and nature sing! The angels call out holy  
holy holy. The earth itself bursts with new life and so 
reflects the glory of God. May we too add our 
voices in praise and worship, to the great cry of the 

From the  

Vicar’s Desk  

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH 
 Tuesday December 3rd 

11am—Parish Hall 
 

The 60’s Up Choir  
will be entertaining us with 

seasonal music  
followed by a light lunch. 
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 In Memoriam 
 

        Alan Taylor 
 

    Arthur Wanless  

On the 19th December  at 6pm, we will hold a 
church service in which we recognize that the       
holidays are sometimes blue or filled with difficult 
feelings around painful life events such as death,   
disease, fractured relationships or bad news.  
The Eucharist is traditionally a part of this service of 
worship on this day. It reminds us that God is with 
us in all of life’s experiences. During the service we 
remember St Thomas the Apostle, particularly            
because of the story associated with him about how 
he struggled to believe the news that Jesus had risen 
from the dead. This recognises that sometimes when 
we are in a dark or difficult space in our lives, we 
may find it hard to believe that God is at hand. The            
worship at this service acknowledges the struggle 
with grief faced by those living with loss, but                   
reminds us of the promise of hope and new life that 
the Christmas story represents.  
We are grateful for the opportunity to celebrate this 
hope in a quiet and reflective way and trust that 
those who gather to support the service, will find 
here an oasis of love and encounter the grace of 
God. 
Please feel free to invite friends and family who may 
like to engage with the true meaning of Christmas in 
this way, to this  service. It does not preclude the  
festivities that will inevitably come a few days later, 
but may add a helpful dimension to how they               
experience the Christmas story this year.  
After the service there will be some tasty treats and 
refreshments on offer. 

A Service of Reflections  
on Christmas 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

may find it hard to believe that God is at hand. The            

with grief faced by those living with loss, but                   

 

Holy Trinity Church  
Devonport 

9 Lessons and Carols  
1st  December 2019, 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 

A service of Advent Readings  
and Carols   

 

A Service of Reflections  
on Christmas 

 
Thursday 19th December  

6pm 

for that season in your life when 
Christmas may not be 
  the jolliest of times 

2019 will be remembered for the 15th March Mosque 
Shootings in Christchurch.   The Devonport           

Community came together at our special service. 

http://gracechurchsutton.org/event/1st-sunday-advent/
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Christmas is the season of love and good cheer when 
we celebrate God’s goodness and grace. So for a third 
year now we are hosting a free Christmas Lunch for 
anyone in the  community who would like to join us. 
Last year we had 70 people attend this delicious feast 
in the Parish Hall. 
 
The lunch is a free goodwill offering to the wider 
community to share in the spirit of Christmas with the 
people of Holy Trinity. The meal is free but bookings 
are essential. You can book by emailing  
Andie Levell   
on admin@holytrinity.gen.nz 
or by phone on 09 445 0328.  
 
 
If you would like to support this event by helping to 
serve the food on the day or 
by making a salad, dessert,  
mince pies, or vegetable dish,                         
donating some soft drinks or  
condiments,  please let      
Andie Levell our              
Parish Administrator know.    
Her details are as above.  
 
 

 

COMMUNITY 

CAROL SINGING  

Messy Church has come a long way since those 
early days 5 years ago when Beryl and Murray 
introduced it into the Parish Calendar.  The 
beginner’s  nervousness has given way to a well 
run, well organised event, which continues to 
delight the 70 or so people who attend.  
 
We are enormously grateful to the Spackmans 
for their dedication to seeing this fresh  
expression of church succeed.  However, while 
they are both committed to remaining on the 
Messy Church team, going forward, they have 
signaled 
that they 
no longer 
wish to be 
the main 
organisers 
of Messy 
Church.                          
They are a 
hard act to follow and I think we will need a 
whole committee of  dedicated  
people to fill their shoes as we prepare for next 
year’s Messy Church!  
Any takers? 

 
 

Messy Church for 2020 

RSVP 

T h u r s d a y  12 t h  

D e c e m b e r  
 a t  H o l y  T r i n i t y  C h u r c h  

 

Fun starts at 
6.00pm  

Bring a picnic .   
  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s a u s a g e  

s i z z l e  a n d  i c e - c r e a m s  
 

Combined Churches of 

Devonport & Belmont 
present 

Carols Start at 7.00pm  
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  Some highlights from the last 6 months  

 

Parish meal attended by about 70 people was filled with 

hilarity on account of the intergenerational games Beth 

organised for the day.  Thanks to all who made it such a 

successful time. 

The four Messy Church sessions organised this year 

were as always a delight.  

Above Isabella Hunt was baptised on All Saints Day 

Pets Day is always a hit and this year we even made it 

into the Flagstaff!    Below Val Morrison with her cat. 
Below: Jean McQueen at the Pets Day Service with  

Bruno her boxer Bruno. 

Lydia Forrest was the  outright winner of this cookie 

game!   
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One of the many things Holy Trinity shines at is a 
warm welcome and this is something we want to 
develop even further.   
 

Our family knows first hand what an impact being 
noticed, being invited to morning tea and  
introduced to others has in weaving newcomers 
into the church family.  Thank you all!   With the 
Christmas season upon us, we often have many 
newcomers entering into the Christmas story.  It’s 
a special time to be witnesses of Christ’s love.   
We know that people are more likely to return to 
a church where they have felt welcome and where 
they feel there is a good connection. This is 
achieved through relationship. Please keep a  
special eye out for newcomers and think how you 
might show hospitality. 

Recently we have been reviewing the system we 
have for welcoming new people into our               
congregation.  To intentionally build on the whole 
community practising radical hospitality, we’re 
starting a new role, ‘a connector’  to specifically 
look out for and welcome newcomers.   If this is 
something you would like to contribute to I’d be 
delighted to hear from you.   

Beth Beard 

Please contact me on the email below: 
ministry@holytrinity.gen.nz 

Connecting the Dots Super Sunday Club 
 

This year our Super Sunday Club will once again 
share the Christmas story with us in the delightful 
way we have all come to so enjoy.  The story will 
be told from the viewpoint of the Innkeeper’s 
Wife. This is a new slant and we look forward to 
this rendition of the story.  
 

Thanks to Leah Heard and Beth Beard for     
making this happen. The service will take place in 
the Parish Hall and there will be the usual   
presentations, carols and shenanigans. It would 
be wonderful to see the hall full of parents, 
grandparents, godparents and friends as we enjoy 
and celebrate our children’s gifts and talents on 
this special day.  

SUPER SUNDAY CLUB  
presents  

Th e I n nkeep er ’s  Wif e   
 

on Sunday 15th December 
  

 at 9.30am  
in the Parish Hall 

 
Please bring a plate for a 

shared morning tea 

Christmas Eve Midnight Service   
Sing along Carols 10.30—11 pm  

 

Midnight Mass 11pm  
The people who were in darkness saw a 

great light! 

Christmas Day  
 

8am Holy Communion NZPB 
 

9.30am All Age Christmas  
Communion Service  

Celebrate Christmas Eve with your  
children or  grandchildren at our  

traditional  
 

Christingle Services 
 

24th December 
 

5.00pm at Holy Trinity  
for younger children 
 
7.00pm for older children and teenagers 
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Parish Community Hall   

Renovation Update 
 

Holy Trinity Church has been at the heart of the 
Devonport area for 160 years. During most of that 
time the adjoining stand alone hall, built in 1911 
has been a crucial part of the Parish and the wider 
community. Through the hosting of events and 
celebrations and providing a place to gather, the 
hall has served the Parish community and people 
of the Devonport Peninsula and beyond.   It has 
served us and our community well, but it was          
designed for the last century, not this one.  
 
The Hall requires strengthening and restoration 
which also provides the ideal opportunity for its 
redevelopment. We are using this opportunity to 
upgrade our  heritage hall so that it better meets 
the needs of current and future generations. The 
hall is used for many activities including a wide   
variety of events relating to worship, dance, music, 
exercise, celebrations and community support. We 
need to ensure that the environment is safe and  
appropriate for those activities.  
 
We host children, older people and people less 
physically able, so the space needs to flow well and 
be easily accessible to all who wish to use it.   
Future clergy and church staff need improved    
office space. We host weddings, baptisms and  
funerals in the Church and would like to offer a 
great space for the associated hospitality that  
accompanies  these events. 
 
Like those who invested over 100 years ago in this 
building, we need to create a facility for community 
to blossom in this century and beyond.  
 
 

 

Fundraising 
 

To help kick-start our fundraising the  
Diocese has agreed to provide all the funds from 
the sale of St Augustine’s to be used on this capital 
building project.  The estimated cost of the project 
is $3million. Funds from St Augustine’s amounts 
to $1,300,000.  Funds in hand amount to 
$250,000.  Pledges from our Parish fundraising  
campaign amount to $810,000.  The Balance to 
raise is $640,000. 
 
We have applied for Resource Consent  and that 
application seems to be progressing well with the 
Council. The Architects WAPM have produced a 
Project Programme and the phase for Developed 
Design is underway.  
   
It is hoped that we will be able to commence the                   
redevelopment of the Hall towards the end of 
2020.  
 
Do join us in this endeavour..  
It is a most exciting adventure! 
 
If you would like more 
information on how to 
contribute to this project 
please speak to              
the Vicar or to Rob Hay, 
Chair of the Fundraising                
Campaign.  021 400981 
 

 
Donations to the Hall                  

Redevelopment can be made in 
one of two ways: 

 
By cheque payable to Holy Trinity 

Hall Redevelopment Fund  
or  
 

Internet Bank transfer direct to the 
Holy Trinity Hall Account. 
The Account number is  
020136 0017653 097 

Gifts to the Hall Redevelopment Fund 
are tax deductible 
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Sunday  22nd  December 
8.00am     Communion Service   
9.30 am Communion Service  
 
Tuesday 24th December 
  Christmas Eve 
Christingle Services at Holy Trinity Church 
  5.00pm aimed at Primary & Pre-schoolers 
  7.00pm aimed at teenagers. 
10.30pm Carol singing in Holy Trinity Church 
11.00pm Midnight Eucharist  
 
 

Wednesday  25th December  
 Christmas Day 
  8.00am Christmas Eucharist  
 New Zealand Prayer Book 
  9.30am Christmas Family Eucharist 
11.30pm  Christmas Lunch in the Hall 
 
Sunday 29th December  
  8.00am Holy Communion  
  9.30am Contemporary Communion Service  
  
 

Advent and Christmas at Holy TrinityAdvent and Christmas at Holy Trinity  
Sunday 1st  December Advent 1 
8.00am  Communion Service 
9.30am Communion Service followed by 
 Christmas Parade in Devonport 
7.00pm  Nine Lessons and Carols  
 
Sunday 8th December Advent 2 
8.00am  Communion Service 
9.30am Communion Service 
 

Thursday 12th December 
6.00pm Picnic on the Lawn at HT 
7.00pm Community Carols at Holy Trinity. 
 Combined churches of Devonport/
 Belmont. Bring a picnic. 
 

Sunday 15th December Advent 3 
8.00am  Communion Service 
9.30am   Super Sunday Club Pageant  
 in the Hall  
 
Wednesday 18th December 
9.00am Devonport Primary School Visit
 
 

Thursday 19th December 
6.00pm    Reflecting on Christmas  


